Surgical instruments are not only illustrative of the changes in operative therapy, but may well serve as a framework around which can be built a representation of the development of medical culture. This, in an abbreviated form, Dr. Thompson has done, using the collection of which he is curator in the Royal College of Surgeons of England as a nucleus. This material, which was particularly rich in items associated with the great surgeons of Britain for the past 200 years, was in large part destroyed in the bombing of London a year ago. As a background he has sketched in the evolution of surgical instruments from the earliest times.
The story is told in 12 chapters according to type of instruments; the scalpel, the amputation knife, the saw, the trepan, the vaginal dilator and speculum, head-saws, artery and dressing forceps, bullet-forceps and extractors, instruments for phlebotomy and venesection, tourniquets, trocars, and operating tables.
The illustrations are profuse and selected to show the progressive development of the tools of operative surgery. For the most part and necessarily so, these are reproductions from manuscripts and books and not representations of the material in the collection of the College. Therefore to only a small degree does this volume serve to preserve a record of those instruments lost by enemy action, but this is not the purpose of the author. Some crude line drawings suffice only to annotate the text, and by contrast emphasize the high quality of the other illustrations.
There This book in format and in literary presentation is a pleasing volume and should arouse the interest of the reader to the extent that he will wish to pursue this fascinating subject further.
